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revealed religion, delineated in the sacred writings of the word of God
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the fpace of one year ; which, from the circumftance
of giving them feed, wherewith to fow the land, ap-
pears to have been the laft of thar feptennial dearth.
So, that, even taking advantage of the extreme indi-
gence of his fellow-creatures, when able to relieve
them, in order to reduce them to the condition of
Slaves, was not deemed by this righteous, and infpired
Man, with whom the Lord was, an infration of thofe

facred laws of Nature, which i 1
oF e s of | were the invariable rule

XXI. How far Jofeph’s conduét in every ftage of

tl}.ls remarkable tranfaétion, fo favourable to the SLAVE-
Trape, may appear equitable or otherwife to the
prefent humane advocates for African Liberty, through
the feeble light of mere human reafon and fenfe. I
know not: this however is moft certain, that there is
not fo much as one Jor in the Sacred Writings of the
Word of God, that feems to difapprove in the moft
diftant manner any one part of his conduét, cither in
this or in any other tranfation of his long and holy
life (gh On the contrary, in every place of Scrip-
ture, where this eminent Perfonage is introduced

whether before or after this tranfaction, he is conf:
tantly reprefented as one of the moft faithful and
acceptable fervants of God, under whofe particular
protettion he lived and thrived (b); by whofe im-
mediate direction he acted (i) ; and who did nothing
whatever, but the Almighty " made it to profper (k).

The very tranfaltion, we are fpeaking of, when

rehearfed by one of the infpired Writers (?),” a Man

according to God’s own heart (m), is fo far from

being

‘ . (£) Gen. 50.26. (5) Genp. 39. 21, 23.
(¥) Gen. ibid,andcc. 40. 41. (£) Gen. 39+123. (/) PL. 105. v. 16==24.
(m) 1. Kings, c. 15. 3.
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- o taxed with the leaft intimation of guilt in any
l;?:: gcircurnihma: attending it, that th_c whole pro-
cefs, without any exceptions whatever, 15 there repre-
fented as the effeét of that divine Wifdom, with which

in{pired from above.
e )\gzlll. pA rurTHER fcriptural evidence, that the
conduc of Jofeph in purchafing fo many millions of
his fellow-creatures, and reducing them to the condi-
tiot. of Slaves, met the entire approbation of God,
and was therefore perfe&ly confonant to the facred
laws of Nature, is that remarkable declaration of the
Word of God, regiftered in the Firft Book of Crra-
NICLES, C. §. V. 1—3, which affigns the true reafon for
cransferring the right of Primogeniture, or Firft-born,
from the Family of Reuben, c!dgft fon of Jacob, to the
Family of Jofeph; which, asitis exprefsly mentioned
in that place, was Reuben’s inceftuous convcrfa_uop
with Bilhah, his Father's concubine (#).—But is It
credible, confiftently with the effential juftice of God,
that he fhould deprive Reuben’s children of their Pri-
mogeniture or birth-right, for having once tran{greffed
one of the Laws of Nature, and yet fhould at dlc fame
time, even in preference to Judah the Mefliah’s pro-
genitor, give 1t to thofe of Jofeph, who, by the very act
of enflaving fo many millions of his fellow-creatures,
and ufing them as he did, muft have neceffarily in-
curred the horrid guilt of reiterated tranfgreffions of
feveral of thofe facred Laws, if, what is fo confidently
afferted be true, that the Stave-TrRaDE, or the pur-
chafing of Slaves, is an iniquitous unnatural purfuit,
and a crime of the blackeft die in direct oppofition to |
every principle of Nature? How could any one in’
fuch chimerical. fuppofition reconcile dwvxﬁbl:i;pﬁrt;

(») Gen. 35. 22.
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