Inhuman bondage: the rise and fall of slavery in the New World By David Brion Davis

J Reviews

Write review
About this book

Search in this book

©in My Library: Change

Get this book
Oxford
Amazon.com
Bames&MNoble.com
Books-A-Million
Find in a library

All sellers »

Related books

All related books »

OXFORD

UKNIVERSITY PRESS

Fages displayed by permission of Oxford
University Press US. Copyright.

Contents

Page 205

attention to the execution, often without a tmal, ot hundreds ot blacks ac-
cused of conspiracy or rebellion; and looked upon such figures as Nat Turner
as pathological killers.

Few writers noted that in 1777 the famous Samuel Johnson lifted his
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glass in Oxford and toasted: “Here’s to the next insurrection of the negroes
in the West Indies!”! And as early as 1760 a British writer who called himself
“Philmore” set forth the moral justification for such slave violence:

And so all the black men now in our plantations, who are by unjust force
deprived of their liberty, and held in slavery, as they have none upon earth
to appeal to, may lawfully repel that force with torce, and to recover their
liberty, destroy their oppressors: and not only so, but it is the duty of oth-
ers, white as well as blacks, to assist those miserable creatures, if they can,
in their attempts to deliver themselves out of slavery, and to rescue them
out of the hands of their cruel tyrants.’

This form of argument resembled the “give me liberty or give me death”
philosophy that undergirded the American Revolution. And for most African
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Americans as well as for modern progressive white historians, evidence of
resistance of all kinds has seemed extremely important in counteracting the
older traditional white view that African American slaves passively accepted

their plight and were even loyal and dutiful to thmr owners (as they were
L. . TS T I R B o o TP B & TS T . T S e S T |

@ Link [¥ Feedback



